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FEBRUARY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting of the Society was held 
this day, Thursday, February 11th, at eleven o'clock, 
A.M.,; the President in the chair. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, the rec- 
ords were read by the Corresponding Secretary. 

The Librarian being absent, the reading of his report 
was omitted. 

Donations had been received since the last meeting 
from the State of Iowa ; the State of New Hampshire ; 
the State of New Jersey; the Town of Pittsfield; the 
American Colonization Society ; the American Congre- 
gational Association ; the American Philosophical Soci- 
ety ; the Boston Athenaeum ; the Essex Institute ; the. 
New York Historical Society ; Oberlausitzische Gesell- 
schaft der Wissenschaften zu Gorlitz ; the Society of 
Antiquaries of London; the State Historical Society of 
Iowa ; the State Historical Society of "Wisconsin ; Trus- 
tees of the Public Library of the City of Boston; the 
Publishers of the " Book Buyer " ; Hon. John R. Bart- 
lett ; Rev. Caleb D. Bradlee ; Joseph Burnett, Esq. ; 
Adj.-Gen. J. H. Caldwell ; T. B. Dexter, Esq. ; John H. 
Ellis, Esq. ; Benjamin P. Johnson, Esq. ; George H. 
Moore, Esq. ; Joel Munsell, Esq. ; C. W. Slack, Esq. ; 
Rev. E. F. Slafter; Rev. Edwin M. §tone; Henry V. 
Poor, Esq. ; Charles K. Whipple, Esq., and from Messrs. 
Brigham, W. G. Brooks, Deane, Denny, Green, Law- 
rence, C. Robbins, and Wheatland, of the Society. 
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The Cabinet-keeper reported the following gifts to the 
Cabinet, — all, except the last, from the President ; — 

A small piece of wood "taken from the old Franklin 
House, corner of Union Street, sign of the Blue Ball, 
while the workmen were taking it down, this 10th of 
November, 1858 " : — 

A piece of the first Atlantic Telegraph Cable, accom- 
panied by the certificate (in facsimile) of Cyrus W. 
Field, dated 21st August, 1858, saying that he had 
sold the balance of the cable to Messrs. Tiffany & Co., 
Jewellers, No. 550, Broadway, New York ; and that the 
accompanying piece was a genuine section thereof : — 

A beautiful photograph, enclosed in an appropriate 
frame, of " The Trustees of the Peabody Educational 
Fund, for the Southern States"; the picture including 
the portrait of Mr. Peabody, the founder of this trust : — 

A framed steel engraving of P. Stuyvesant, and a 
framed lithograph of Washington : — 

A stereoscopic view, in photograph, of Dighton Rock, 
presented by George 0. Burgess, of Dighton, Mass. 

The Corresponding Secretary, Dr. Robbins, read a 
letter of acceptance from Dr. John Appleton, who had 
been elected a Resident Member at the last meeting, 
but whose death took place on the 4th of February, 
six days after his letter of acceptance had been signed 
by him. After the reading of this letter, Dr. Robbins 
spoke as follow^s : 

" I am well aware, Mr. President, that the regular call for 
the reading of the Society's correspondence carries with it 
no privilege of offering remarks upon any subject ; and nothing 
but your request, founded on a peculiar circumstance, — I 
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might say an impressive coincidence, — would indvice me, on 
the present occasion, to depart from the usual order. You 
have desired me. Sir, to announce the death of Dr. John 
Appleton in connection with the reading of his letter, to 
which we have just listened. 

"It is only a month ago, at the stated meeting in Jan- 
uary, that he was unanimously elected a Eesident Member. 
We had no suspicion then, that he might not live as long as 
any one of us. We certainly hoped that the Society might 
have, for many years, the benefit of those valuable services 
which we knew he was competent to perform, and would be 
disposed to render. But before he could have the opportu- 
nity to take his seat among us, where he would have received 
an unaffected welcome, — before even his acceptance could 
be communicated, — his mortal life has ended. He was already 
extremely and dangerously ill when he received official notice 
of his election. But he was not too far exhausted to be 
pleasantly affected by such an unequivocal token of our 
esteem. His letter, as we have seen, gives graceful ex- 
pression to this feeling. It was dictated in a faint voice to 
one of his family, and only with diflSculty subscribed by him- 
self. It was, I believe, the last time that his name was writ- 
ten by his own hand. To those who are fahiiliar with his fair 
and firm chirography, it is very touching to see this feeble 
and tremulous signature. 

" It is now, if I rightly remember, about fifteen years since 
Dr. Appleton was first employed by this Society, on a small 
salary contributed by several of its wealthy and liberal asso- 
ciates, to prepare a Catalogue of the Library. The value of 
his labors, and his rare bibliographical attainments, soon 
became manifest to the committee who had charge of the 
work ; and wer^ cordially acknowledged by them, and appa- 
rent to all, when, in September, 1854, the completed Cata- 
logue, in two octavo volumes, of nearly fourteen hundred 
pages, was laid before the Society. From that time to the 
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present he has served the Society faithfully and ably, not only 
as Assistant Librarian, but by aiding the various Committees 
of Publication in preparing the ' Collections ' and ' Proceed- 
ings ' for the press. 

" The different official relations which brought me into 
constant and close intercourse with him from the first day 
of his connection with the Library to the last, have afforded 
the best of opportunities to estimate him fairly. I feel that 
I have a right to speak of him, and just cause to speak of him 
warmly. His acquirements in bibliography, history, and 
general literature, were apparent to all ; but his great personal 
virtues — his purity, amiability, modesty, cheerfulness, sinceri- 
ty, and Christian integrity, — could only be fully appreciated 
by his intimate associates. Those are the qualities which 
endeared him to those who knew him best, while he was liv- 
ing, and which, now that he is dead, make his memory precious. 
He has left behind him, among men, a good name, and in the 
hearts of his friends a lovely and almost spotless image." 

The President then said : — 

" I concur entirely, gentlemen, in all that Dr. Robbins lias so 
well said in regard to our deceased friend, Dr. Appleton. It 
would not be easy to over-estimate the value of the. services 
he has rendered us during the fourteen or fifteen years since 
he became associated with the Society. His fidelity and 
diligence in preparing and continuing the Catalogue of our 
library ; his laborious exactness as a proof-reader, in the pub- 
lication of our various volumes ; his eager and untiring in- 
vestigations, whenever a doubt existed as to any matter of 
phraseology or matter of fact ; and the intelligent criticism 
which he brought to bear upon all disputed points of personal 
or public history, were of the greatest importance to the 
work in which we have been engaged. His daily presence 
in our rooms for so long a period, and the personal courtesy 
and kindness with which he met all our calls and inquiries, 



1869.] DEATH OP MISS FRANCES M. CA0LKINS. 473 

will not be soon forgotten by any of us. The unanimous vote 
at the last meeting, electing him to a resident membership, 
as soon as he had ceased to hold a salaried office, was the 
best evidence of our appreciation of his accomplishments. 
I rejoice that his election was in season to be, as we learn it 
was, among the special satisfactions of his last days. With 
the authority of the Standing Committee, I propose the fol- 
lowing resolution : — 

" Resolved, — That we have learned with deep sorrow of 'the death 
of our associate, Dr. John Appleton, who had served us so long and so 
faithfully as our Assistant Librarian, and that Mr. Deane be appointed 
to prepare a Memoir of him for some future volume of ' Proceedings.' " 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

The President announced the death of a Correspond- 
ing Member, Miss Frances M. Caulkins, of New London, 
Conn., which took place on Wednesday, the 3d of Feb- 
ruary, and spoke as follows : — 

" Before passing to other subjects, I must not fail to notice, 
in a few words, the death of our Corresponding Member, Miss 
Frances Manwaring Caulkins, the only lady, I believe, whose 
name has ever appeared on our rolls. I think it will be 
acknowledged by all that Miss Caulkins had fairly won this 
distinction. Hannah Adams, the first tenant of Mount Au- 
burn, whose History of New England is well remembered, 
might, indeed, have contested it with her, had she lived 
nearer to the time when women are regarded as -candidates 
for public honors. But I can recall no other female historian 
in New England. Miss Caulkins had an earnest enthusiasm 
for historical research, which the infirmities of physical health 
could not repress ; and two admirable volumes, abounding in 
facts and details which demanded the most painstaking in- 
vestigation, were the fruits of her labors. Though nominally 
town histories, — the Histories of New London (her birth- 
place) and Norwich, — they are replete with information in 
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regard to the early history of Connecticut, and form together 
an important contribution to the history of New England. 

" Miss Caulkins was a woman of many estimable qualities of 
mind and heart. She was a devout Christian, and employed 
her pen frequently in religious writings. She had a pretty, 
gift of poetry too ; and more than one tradition of the olden 
time, or incident of the passing hour, have been embalmed in 
her spirited lines. I have repeatedly called upon her during 
my visits" to ancestral scenes in New London, and gladly avail 
myself of this occasion to pay this little tribute to her memory. 
She died on the 3d inst., at the age of seventy-three." 

The President laid on the table as gifts from Count 
Adolphe de Circourt, an Honorary Member, two pam- 
phlets ; viz., the " Annales des Voyages," for September, 
1868, and the " Eevue Chretienne," No. 8, for August, 
1867 ; both of which contained articles from the pen of 
the accomplished donor. 

Rev. Edmond de Pressense, of Paris, was elected a 
Corresponding Member. 

The following letter was read by the President ; — 

Boston, January 20th, 1869. 
Hon. R. C. WiNTHEOP, 

President Mass. Historical Society. 

Sir, — As Secretary of the Boston Athenseum, I am directed to 
acknowledge to you, as President of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, the receipt, through Mr. Deane, of a MS. diary of Ezekiel 
Price, the property of the AthenaBum, which had accidentally, some 
years since, passed into the possession of the Historical Society. I am 
also directed to express to you the thanks of the Trustees of the Athe- 
naeum for the recovery of this interesting document. 
I have the honor to he, &c., 

C. F. Adams, Jr. 

A letter was read from Colonel Theodore Lyman, 
presenting to the Library of the Society a copy of the 
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Ulster-Coimty « Gazettee," Vol. II. No. 88, of date 
January 4, 1800, containing notices of the death of 
General Washington. The copy is apparently one 
of a modern reprint. The acknowledgments of the 
Society were ordered for the gift. 

A letter was read from George H. Fassett, of Ashta- 
bula, Ohio, enclosing a printed letter of Governor 
Joseph Dudley, dated " Roxbury, Mass., March 25th, 
1709," and addressed "to Majr Winthrop and Mr. 
President Leverett, N. York," it being a letter of instruc- 
tions to those gentlemen who had been sent as agents 
to New York in behalf of Massachusetts, in regard to 
the war then pending with the French. The writer 
says he has the original of the printed letter. 

The President read the following letter from our Cor- 
responding Member, Mr. George T. Curtis, of New 
York : — 

New Yoke, Jan. 17, 1869. 
Hon. Robert C. Winthrop, Boston. 

Mt deah Sib, — I send you a document which should by all 
means be in the possession of the Massachusetts Histprical Society. 

It is a long autograph letter, of " Nathan Dane, of Beverly," 
to Mr. Webster, in 1830, concerning the formation of the Ordinance of 
1787. It is too long a letter, and enters too much into detail, to allow 
of my making any use of it. But it is a curious and important letter, 
which can find its appropriate home nowhere but in the collections of 
your Society. 

Yours, with much regard, 

Geo. Ticknob Cuetis. 

The letter of the Hon. Nathan Dane, referred to in 
Mr. Curtis's letter, here follows : — 

Nathan Dane to Daniel Webster. 

Beverlt, March 26th, 1830. 

Deab Sir, — I have received your second speech on the motion of 
Mr. Foot, respecting the public lands, for which I thank you. You 
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recollect you ascribed to me the formation of the Ordinance of the Old 
Congress, of July 13th, 1787. Since writing you last, I have seen 
Mr. Benton's speech on the subject, in the National Intelligencer, 
of March 6th, 1830, in which, I find, on no authority, he ascribes its 
formation in substance to Mr. Jefferson ; that is, that Mr. Jefferson 
formed an ordinance in 1784, and he seems to infer from that the 
Ordinance of '87 was taken or copied. This inference of Benton's has 
not the least foundation, as thus appears : Mr. Jefferson's resolve, or 
plan (not ordinance), of April 23d, 1784, is contained in two pages and 
a half; is a mere incipient plan, in no manner matured for practice, 
as may be seen. The Ordinance of July, 1787, contains eight pages ; 
is in itself a complete system, and finished for practice ; and, what is 
very material, there cannot be found in it more than twenty lines taken 
from Jefferson's plan, and these worded differently. In fact, his plan 
and this Ordinance are totally different, in size, in style, in form, and 
in principle. Probably not one person in a thousand knows or sus- 
pects this essential difference, of those who read, or are told, what 
Benton has said ; nor do I see it much noticed in the debates. Ought 
not this difference to be made known ? Mr. Benton's assertion, so 
groundless, extorts from me the above, and the following exposition, 
in defence of those who have long ascribed to me the formation. 

I observe Mr. Benton and Mr. Hayne both assert you failed in your 
proof of the part you ascribed to me. Does this part stand as you 
wish it to remain ? I remember you once asked me for some account 
of this Ordinance, and that I gave you an account in a few words, 
and referred to the 7th Vol. of my " Abridgment," chap. 223. If 
then I had, in the least, anticipated what has taken place, I should 
have given you a much fuller account. As, in the endless debate, you 
may have an opportunity, in a note or otherwise, to use further 
evidence, I will state a small portion. 

1. As I am the only member of Congress living who had any con- 
cern in forming or in passing this Ordinance, no living testimony is to 
be expected. 

2. In the North-American Eeview, of July, 1826, pages 1 to 41, 
is a review of my " General Abridgment," &c., of American Law. 
In page 40, it is said, I " was the framer of the celebrated Ordinance 
of Congress, of 1787." At present, it is enough to add this fact, stated 
in the Inaugural Discourse of Judge Story, page 58. Neither of these, 
it seems, Mr. Hayne has read ; and he could only find me in that aged 
(and really harmless) Convention, which so unnecessarily excited fear 
and alarm, as history will be able to show. 
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Generally, when persons have asked me questions respecting the 
Ordinance, I have referred to the Ordinance itself, as evidently being 
the work of a Massachusetts lawyer on the face of it. I now make the 
same reference, and to its style, found in my " Abridgment," &c. 

3. When I mention the formation of this Ordinance, it is proper to 
explain. It consists of three parts. 1st, The titles to estates, real 
and personal, by deed, by will, and by descent ; also personal, by 
delivery. These titles occupy the,first part of the Ordinance, not a 
page, evidently selected from the laws of Massachusetts, except it 
omits the double share of the oldest son. These titles were made 
to take root in the first and early settlements, in 400,000 square 
miles. Such titles so taking root, we well know, are, in their nature, 
in no small degree permanent ; so, vastly important. I believe these 
were the first titles to property, completely republican, in Federal 
America ; being in no part whatever feudal or monarchical. In my 
9th Vol. chap. 223 continued, titles, &c., in the several States, may 
be seen the dregs of feudality, continued to this day, in a majority 
of our States. 2d, It consists of the temporary parts that ceased with 
the territorial condition ; which, in the age of a nation, soon pass 
away, and hence are not important. These parts occupy about four 
pages. They designate the oificers, their qualifications, appointments, 
duties, oaths, &c., and a temporary legislature. Neither those parts, 
nor the titles, were in Jefferson's plan, as you will see. The 3d part, 
about three pages, consists of the six fundamental articles of compact, 
expressly made permanent, and to endure for ever; so, the most 
important and valuable part of the Ordinance. These, and the titles 
to estates, I have ever considered the parts of the Ordinance that give 
it its peculiar character and value ; and never the temporary parts, of 
short duration. Hence, whenever I have written or spoken of its 
formation, I have mainly referred to these titles and articles ; not to 
the temporary parts, in the forming of which, in part, in 1786, Mr. 
Pinckney, myself, and, I think. Smith, took a part. So little was done 
with tl\e Report of 1786, that only a few lines of it were entered in 
the Journals. I think the files, if to be found, will show that Report 
was re-formed, and temporary parts added to it, by the Committee of 
'87; and that I then added the titles and six articles; five of them 
before the Report of 1787 was printed, and the sixth article after, as 
below. 

4. As the slave article has ever principally attracted the public 
attention, I have, as you will see, ever been careful to give Mr. 
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Jefferson and Mr. King their full credit in regard to it. I find in the 
Missouri contest, ten years ago, the slave-owners in Congress con- 
demned the six articles generally ; and Mr. Pinckney, one of the 
Committee of 1786, added, they were an attempt to establish a 
compact, where none could exist, for want of proper parties. This 
objection, and also the one stating the Ordinance was an usurpation, 
led me to add pages 442, beginning remarks, to page 450, in which I 
labored much to prove it was no usurpation, and that the articles of 
compact were valid. They may be referred to, as in them may 
be seen the style of the Ordinance, though written thirty-four years 
after that was. Slave-owners will not claim as Mr. Pinckney's work 
what he condemned. Careful to give Mr. J. and Mr. K. full credit 
in pages 443, 446, Vol. 7th, I noticed Mr. Jefferson's plan of '84, 
and gave him credit for his attempt to exclude slavery after the year 
1800. I may now add, he left it to take root about seventeen years ; 
so his exclusion was far short of the sixth article in the Ordinance. 
Page 446, I noticed the motion (Mr. King's) of March 16, 1785, and 
admitted it to be a motion to exclude slavery, as fully as in the sixth 
article. I now think I admitted too much. He moved to exclude 
slavery only from the States described in the Resolve of Congress, of 
April 23, 1784, Jefferson's Resolve, and to be added to it. It was 
very doubtful whether the word States, in that Resolve, included any 
more territory than the individual States ceded ; and whether the 
word States included preceding territorial condition. Some thought 
his motion meant only future exclusion, as did Mr. Jefferson's plan 
clearly : therefore, in forming the Ordinance of '87, all about States 
in his plan was excluded, as was nearly all his plan, as inspection will 
prove, and that Ordinance made, in a few plain words, to include 
"the territory of the United States north-west of the river Ohio," — all 
made, for the purposes of temporary government, one district ; and the 
sixth article excludes slavery for ever from " the said territory." 
One part of my claim to the slave article I now, for the first time, 
state. In April, 1820 (Missouri contest), search was made, for the 
original manuscript of the Ordinance of '87. Daniel Bent's answer 
was, " that no written draft could be found ; " but there was found, 
attached to the printed Ordinance, in my handwriting, the sixth article, 
as it DOW is, — that is, the slave article. So this article was made a 
part of the Ordinance solely by the care of him, who says Mr. Benton 
no more formed the Ordinance of '87 than he did. I have Bent's 
certificate, &c. 
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5. In pages 389, 390, Sect. 3, Vol. 7th, I mention the Ordinance of 
'87 was framed, mainly, from the laws of Massachusetts. This appears 
on the face of it ; meaning the titles to estates, and nearly all the six 
articles, the permanent and important parts of it, and some other 
parts ; and, in order to take the credit of it to Massachusetts, I added, 
" this Ordinance (formed by the author, &c.) was framed," &c. I then 
had no idea it was ever claimed as the draft of any other person. Mr. 
Jefferson I never thought of. In the Missouri contest, Mr. Grayson 
was mentioned as the author ; but, as he never was on any committee 
in the case, nor wrote a word of it, the mention of him was deemed an 
idle affair. "We say, and properly, Mr. Jefferson was the author of the 
Declaration of Independence (or formed it, as you observe) ; yet 
he no more than collected the important parts, and put them together. 
If any lawyer will critically examine the laws and constitutions of the 
several States, as they were in 1787, he will find the titles, six articles, 
&Ci, were not to be found anywhere else so well as in Massachusetts, 
and by one who, in '87, had been engaged several years in revising 
her laws. See N. A. Review, July, 1826, pages 40, 41. I have never 
claimed originality, except in regard to the clause against impairing 
contracts, and perhaps the Indian article, part of the third article, 
including, also, religion, morality, knowledge, schools, &c. 

6. The style of the Ordinance. Since the year 1782, books and 
records show my writings, especially in the forms of statutes. My 
law-writings have been extensively published ; and often, on important 
subjects, the first draft has been reduced half, or more. This process 
naturally ends in a studied, compressed style, rather hard. Had I 
room, I could refer to numerous parts of my writings, published and 
not published, to show this style ; and this is the style of the Or- 
dinance, courteously denominated, in the discourse mentioned, " a 
sententious skilfulness of expression." But, in a letter already long, 
only a few cases can be referred to. I go back to 1785, and refer to 
my statement of the great land titles in Maine, published by the 
legislature in a pamphlet ; some statutes revised on subjects of 
importance, from 1782 to 1801 ; my Rules and Cases and Notes, in 
the American precedents, &c. ; my defence of Harvard University 
against the claims of West-Boston Bridge, not published, but to be 
found, no doubt, in the files of the University ; my argument in Kil- 
ham V. Ward et al., II. Vol. Mass. Reports; Introduction of my 
Abridgment; Summary view of executory estates, chap. 114, art. 31 ; 
State rights and sovereignty, chap. 143, especially chap. 187, and 
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this chapter continued in the (Supplement) Vol. 9th, though written 
forty-two years after the Ordinance was. It is believed, in these and 
other cases, the style of the Ordinance can be found. 

I ani surprised Senators Benton and Hayne attempt to place Mr. 
Jefferson's fame, in any part, on his meagre, inadequate plan of '84. 
If his exalted reputation rests on no better foundation than this, will 
it be immortal ? I can account for their bold assertions, only on the 
supposition they had never read his plan. 

Thus far I have felt it a duty to state the above facts and matters 
in the more durable form of writing, for several reasons : one, for the 
defence of my most respectable and best friends, who long have pub- 
licly ascribed to me the formation of this Ordinance ; and, especially, 
for your defence, who have generously and ably repelled the attacks 
and sneers, which have mainly produced this letter. 

I will only add that, in the years 1784, '85, '86, and '87, the Eastern 
members in the Old Congress really thought they were preparing the 
Nprth-Western Territory principally for New-England settlers, and to 
them the third and sixth articles of compact more especially had 
reference ; therefore, when North Carolina ceded her western territory, 
and requested this Ordinance to be extended to it, except the slave 
article, that exception had my full assent, because slavery had taken 
root in it, and it was then probable it would be settled principally by 
slave-owners. 

If Mr. Hayne had been as careful to read all the H. Convention 
did, as he seems to have been to spy out matter of accusation, he would, 
I think, have seen its liberality towards slave-owners, in proposing 
they yield their slave-votes, solely on the ground of their own generosity, 
not on any claim of right whatever ; and if he and Mr. Benton 
had better noticed the two plans of surveys and sales of the Public 
Lands, they would, I think, have hid the southern one under the table, 
— a plan but a little better than that of Mr. Jefferson. So, had Mr. 
Hayne thought a little more of Congress's exercise of unlimited power 
to make new States at pleasure on any purchased territory, he never 
would, I believe, have reproached that Convention for proposing to 
restrain such unlimited, tremendous power. If Mr. H. can properly 
advocate, as he does, such unlimited power, why may not others 
advocate power in Congress to make roads and canals, a power far 
less unlimited? 

Yours sincerely, N. Dane. 

Hon. Daniei, Wbbster. 
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The thanks of the Society were voted to Mr. Curtis 
for this acceptable gift. 

Charles J. Stille, of Philadelphia, was elected a Cor- 
responding Member. 

The President presented a large number of volumes 
from his private collection, two hundred and forty-five 
in number, the larger portion of which consisted of pam- 
phlets bound in volumes, and the whole relating to the 
history of this country. 

In presenting these books, the President expressed 
the wish that they might be kept together in the Li- 
brary, and not allowed to be taken from it. 

The thanks of the Society were voted to the President 
for this valuable gift to the Library ; and the whole sub- 
ject of the arrangement of the volumes in the Library, 
and the rules which shall be adopted as to their use, was 
referred to the Standing Committee and the Librarian. 

The President exhibited the letter and certificate of 
membership, addressed April 26th, 1821, to the "Hon. 
Jeremiah Mason, Portsmouth, N.H.," who had been 
elected a Corresponding Member of the Society. It was 
signed by Charles Lowell, Recording Secretary. The 
letter was a printed form, then in use by the Society, 
and gave a brief history of the formation and the pur- 
poses of the Society. 

Dr. EoBBiNs said he had been requested by our Asso- 
ciate, Mr. John A. Lowell, to communicate to the Society 
the off'er, by Captain Fox, lately the Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy, of the flags taken by Admiral Farragut at 
the South during the war of the Rebellion. Where- 
upon, it was — 
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Voted, To accept the offer of Captain Fox, communi- 
cated by Dr. Kobbins. 

The President exhibited a copy of the rare and curious 
book of John Stubbes, entitled, " The Discoverie of a 
Gaping Gvlf, whereinto England is like to be swallowed 
by an other French Maraige, if the Lord forbid not the 
Banes, by letting her Maiestie see the sin and punish- 
ment thereof" 1579. Small 8vo. 

On the titlepage and the fly-leaf preceding it, is the 
following, in the handwriting of Adam Winthrop, the 
father of Governor John Winthrop, of Massachusetts : — 

"Made by John Stubbes a gentleman of Lincolnes Inne : for the 
w"*" he was committed to the Tower, & from thence was brought to 
Westminster, and had jugement to haue his right hand cutte of, the 
w"'' was executed, in kinges street vppon a Scaffolde, the thirds day of 
November, ano Dm: 1579. & Elizabethae Reginae anglise Vicesimo 
primo. 

"M5 Camden in his history of the annales of Queene Elizabeth, 
pag: 324. 325 & 326, very modestly & wisely maketh mention of M' 
Stubbes, & of the contents of this booke. And how griuously her 
Ma''' tooke the writing & publishing of it. w"* she commanded to be 
burned & the Author to be seuerely punished." 

For the writing and publishing of this book, the right 
hands of Stubbs, the author, and Page, the dispenser, 
" were both cut off with a butcher's knife and a mallett, 
in the market place at Westminster. Singleton, the 
printer, was pardoned. In Park's edition of Harington's 
' Nugse Antiquae,' will be found much curious matter 
respecting this work," the original manuscript of which 
is in the collection of Mr. Douce, the English antiquary. 
(See Lowndes, Bibliog. Manual.) 

This copy came to the President among some family 
papers. 



